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Almost immediately after the Civil War, Kentucky became a state that struggled with racial 
violence, specifically lynching. This violence was not new to the state, nor was it new to any 
state in the South, but after the war, this violence drastically increased. , The extent of racial 
violence in Kentucky was matched only by that in the Deep South. The aftermath of the Civil 
War left Kentucky with more in common with the ex-Confederate states than the pro-Union 
states it had chosen to fight with.2 In order to combat the racial violence that was becoming a 
prevalent part of Kentucky life, new organizations formed to protest lynchings and convince the 
state legislature to pass anti-lynching laws as well as laws to end the inequality being 
experienced by African Americans. The most prominent organization, the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People was organized in 1909. Louisville, Kentucky joined the 
NAACP soon after its creation and during the anti-lynching movement. William English 
Walling of Louisville, Kentucky joined with Mary White Ovington and Henry Moskowitz to 
form the Kentucky branch of the NAACP. Louisville was the place of some of the NAACP's 
most important victories and played a key role in the acceptance of the anti-lynching law of 
1920 in Kentucky.3 The NAACP successfully ended lynching and lessened racial violence in 
Kentucky by educating the public, utilizing the press, and encouraging state legislators to pass 
laws against lynching. 
African Americans and whites used lynching to influence education in different, contradictory, 
ways. The white population that participated in racial violence used lynching to prevent African 
Americans from becoming educated and taking their place in society as equals. The African 
American population used education to end lynching.4 The NAACP knew the power of 
education and used it to ensure that people in the United States knew about lynching and the 
real reasons it was being done. Many white newspapers would make lynchings and other racial 
violence seem justified because of the horrendous crimes committed by the individual being 
targeted. The NAACP used education to show the public that the real reason behind racial 
violence was fear of African Americans rising in social, political, and economic class. Lynching 
was used as a way to prevent African Americans from becoming equaLs The NAACP used 
churches, schools, and the press to educate the United States about lynching. 
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The first reports of lynchings and mob violence in Kentucky generally portrayed the lynch 
mob 's target as deserving of the "punishment" being inflicted on them. Any newspaper, whether 
owned by a black or white individual, was subject to racial violence if it presented any other 
view oflynching other than it beingjustice.6 For African American publishers, it was especially 
hard to get the word out about the fight against lynching because of the limited number of 
people that read their newspapers. 7 The NAACP recognized this issue and planned their events 
in places that would convince the white press to print stories about what they were doing. 
Although the white newspapers were not likely to portray the NAACP in a favorable light, they 
were still spreading the word about what they were doing.s The actions of people protesting in 
the anti-lynching movement slowly spread throughout the country, making people more aware 
of the issue. After gaining more recognition and support, the NAACP was allowed to have their 
own press releases published in newspapers.9 The NAACP's effect use of the press allowed 
them to make people around the country aware of the issue and gain support. When northern 
states were exposed to the racial violence occurring in Kentucky, they were shocked. 
Kentucky's decision to continuously allow members of lynch mobs to go unpunished made 
people have a negative opinion of the state.1o This growing negative opinion would soon 
influence Kentucky's anti-lynching legislature. 
Legal and Political Work 
After the Civil War, many African Americans supported the Republican Party. The Republicans 
not only created the constitutional amendments that freed them and gave them rights, but also 
tried to help African Americans and whites adjust to living with one another as equals. The 
support of blacks was important to the Republican Party in order to win elections and pass 
legislation. The party's need for support allowed African Americans to at least say that they 
were opposed to lynching. For years, Republicans simply made statements without the actions 
to follow up their claims. 11 African Americans became frustrated with the lack of actions 
against racial violence and turned to state governments. The NAACP worked with local 
governments in Kentucky to try to convince them to punish those people responsible for 
lynchings and other acts of racial violence. For years, many local and state governments refused 
to do so. However, with the negative image of Kentucky in the press continuing to grow, the 
NAACP was able to get the Anti-Lynching Law of 1920 passed in Kentucky.12 
The NAACP's work in Kentucky undoubtedly influenced the way lynchings 
were portrayed in the press as well as how the perpetrators were dealt with. 
Without the NAACP's work to end lynchings and lessen racial violence, such 
crimes would have gone unpunished and possibly have become more frequent. 
Although the organization did not end racism in Kentucky's society, they helped 
ensure that African Americans were protected from lawless justice. At the time, 
this was a big step towards equality. The NAACP would not stop with the anti-
lynching movement though, they continued on to fight for social, political and 
economic equality for African Americans. 
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